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Synopsis

Behind the Nuclear Curtain: Radioactive Waste Management in the Former Soviet Union tells the
story of half a century of nuclear waste management activities and contamination incidents in the
former Soviet Union (FSU). This book tells the story of half a century of nuclear waste management
activities and contamination incidents in the former Soviet Union (FSU). It paints a striking picture of
the USSR and now FSU nuclear waste management activities, tracing the evolution of what is likely
the world’s largest nuclear waste management problem. The information in this book - taken from
hundreds of literature sources, as well as from the author’s first-hand knowledge of
nuclear-waste-related events in Russia - represents the largest compilation ever on nuclear waste
management practices, past and present in the former Soviet Union. It covers uranium mining,
milling, and enrichment, as well as reprocessing and disposal. In addition, separate chapters are
devoted to naval waste management and contamination of oceans and seas, as well as the
conditions in the FSU and the Baltic countries and the weapons test sites. Finally, separate chapters
are devoted to Chornobyl and the three processing centers, Mayak, Tomsk, and Krasnoyarsk. The
appendices contain information on the operating and decommissioned reactors, as well as on
comparative worldwide releases of radioactivity into the environment, nuclear accidents, and
nuclear weapons tests. Behind the Nuclear Curtain reveals some of the truths behind decades of
nuclear neglect in that part of the world. Information from Russian scientists, along with illustrations,
maps, and schematics of contamination sites, helps bring into focus a problem that has long been
unknown, misunderstood, and under-estimated and is now emerging with long-term environmental

restoration implications.
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Customer Reviews

"The author provides the first comprehensive story of how waste has been handled in the former
Soviet Union, including the best available information on severe contamination issues. This book, a
much-needed addition to waste management and environmental restoration literature, is an
invaluable source of information for those involved with, or interested in, this timely subject." -- Clyde
W. Frank, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Science and Technology, Environmental
Management, Department of Energy"To anyone who is interested in radioactive waste management
in the former Soviet Union and its effects, this is the book - the most comprehensive, most
informative, most documented and least biased book available on the topic. "The Appendices alone
are worth the price of the book as they contain as complete information as is available on operating
and decommissioned reactors, as well as comparative worldwide releases of radioactivity into the
environment, nuclear accidents, and weapons tests. "This is a book not to be missed by the
specialist and those interested in what radioactive events occurred in the former Soviet Union, their
impact, and the comparison with similar events in other countries." -- Frank L. Parker, Professor,

Civil and Environmental Engineering, Vanderbilt University
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